
186             AFTER    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
1                             village of San Angelo on the river bank.  Despite the
screen, the sappers were hideously exposed.   Never
one bridge was completed.   Then another was broug
I                            position in a novel, much quicker way. It was borne f
'                            on the back of a Canadian tank, pushed by a secom
By nine o'clock in the morning Canadian tanks were
'                            bringing blessed relief to the hard-pressed ring of I
Scottish, and Indian troops.  They were just in time
1                            off a German panzer thrust which would probabl;
{                            thrown our men back across the river.
It was at this critical stage of the battle that Sepoy
!                             Ram,  of the 3 /8th Punjabis,  won the V.C. for fa
heroism unexcelled in the annals of war.   He per
'                            subdued one machine-gun post after another,  slaj
capturing the German gunners.
'                              We war correspondents were called upon to show ra
different qualities. The days that followed the opening
i                             offensive  were not so  much lived  as  torn to  shn
strenuous mental and physical effort, intolerable exci
and strain.   Our fight was not with the enemy bu
t                             traffic, dust, the clock, and our own weary brains.
'                                 We launched our jeeps, in the early morning, o
I                             ebbing and flowing tide of Highway Six, hoping to
!(\                          through to a corps, divisional, brigade, or battalior
' (                           quarters — according to the situation,  and where \v
sidered the best story might be found.  The problem
(lt ,                          time our expedition so that we could be back at thi
',-                          camp in reasonable time to me a story for the fo'
i'                            morning's paper.
|                                 To add to our perplexities, it was not easy to predic
^                          would be "reasonable time."   We might return at, s
•* *',                          o'clock, and find that the censor's office was piled hig
V                           copy "queucing up" for its turn on the radio to ]
\ ,                          The delay might run to hours.   On the other hand
1 1 (!                           returned at four o'clock, there might be some imj
development at the front which we should miss. . offensive progressed, we arranged to rendezvous at th with motor-cyclist despatch riders. Generally speaki] arrangements made by Public Relations for transmis
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